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LETCHWORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Letchworth  Urban  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Brunt  and  Gentlemen, 

At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  in  accor¬ 
dance  with  the  Sanitary  Officers  Orders,  192(5  and  19-35,  the 
following  Health  Report  is  submitted,  which  is  the  nineteenth 
Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary  circumstances  and  vital 
statistics  of  your  district.  The  report  covers  the  period  from 
January  1st  to  December  .‘list,  19-37  (inclusive). 

(ieneral  remarks  on  infectious  diseases,  housing,  food 
inspection,  sewerage  and  drainage,  scavenging,  etc.,  are- 
given  under  the  respective  headings.  The  Senior  Sanitary- 
Inspector’s  Report  is  given  in  the  Appendix. 

The  sanitary  conditions  and  social  amenities  of  t lie- 
district  are  of  a  high  standard,  and  during  the  year  under 
review  considerable  development  took  place. 


SECTION  A 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

of  lf:tchworth 

Letchworth  is  situated  on  the  extreme  northern  boundary 
of  Hertfordshire,  and  is  both  urban  and  rural  in  character. 

The  district  covers  4,90a  acres  of  gently  undulating 
ground. 

An  agricultural  belt  encircles  the  town. 

The  mean  height  above  sea-level  is  .300  feet. 

1  he  boundaries  of  the  Urban  District  adjoin  the 
Parishes  of  Stotfold  and  Radwell  on  the  north,  Great 
Wymondley  and  Graveley  on  the  south.  Baldoek  and  Weston 
on  the  east,  and  Hitchin  and  Icklcford  on  the  west. 
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The  sub-soil  is  chalk  with  an  overlying  deposit  of  clay 
in  the  central  portion.  In  addition  there  are  tracts  of  gravel 
and  sand. 

The  lay-out  of  the  district  is  modern  ;  and  several  large 
open  spaces,  recreation  grounds,  and  playing  fields  are 
provided  in  various  parts  of  the  town,  in  addition  to  the 
Howard  Park  flanking  part  of  Norton  Way  South,  and  the 
seventy  acres  in  Norton  Common  near  the  centre  of  the 
town. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  of 
Letchworth  at  mid-year,  1937,  is  1 5 ,650 ,  which  is  an 
increase  of  300  over  the  estimate  for  the  year  1936.  Once 
again  1  cannot  accept  this  estimate  as  being  correct,  and 
birth  and  death  rates  based  on  these  figure  are  misleading. 

In  Table  II  will  be  found  comparative  birth  and  death 
rates  based  on  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the 
population  and  my  estimate  of  the  population  at  December 
31st,  1937. 

At  December  31st  there  were  4,559  inhabited  houses 
according  to  the  Rate  Books,  and  calculating  on  the  basis 
of  3.7  persons  per  house,  this  gives  an  estimated  population 
of  16,868. 

The  rateable  value  of  Letchworth  is  estimated  to  be 
£135,925,  and  a  penny  rate  is  estimated  to  produce  £532. 

The  principal  local  industries  are  :  engineering  (heavy 
and  light),  printing  and  bookbinding,  manufacture  of 
corsets  and  other  garments,  lace  and  embroidery  weaving, 
rubber  moulding,  motor  vehicle  construction,  coach  paint¬ 
ing,  cabinet  making,  building,  manufacture  of  margarine, 
curing  of  bacon,  and  various  distributive  trades.  All  the 
factory  buildings  arc  modern  and  conform  to  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Factory  Acts. 

In  addition  to  those  engaged  in  local  industries  a  num¬ 
ber  of  residents  are  employed  in  London  and  other  areas; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  a  far  greater  number  of  persons 
living  outside  the  town  are  employed  in  local  factories;  thus 
the  day  population  is  considerably  greater  than  the  night 
population. 
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(' neniployment. — As  in  I93G,  there  was  little  unemploy¬ 
ment  during  the  year,  the  average  being  approximately  two 
per  cent,  of  the  insured  population. 

The  amount  expended  in  Relief  by  the  I’ublic  Assis¬ 
tance  Committee  in  Letchworth  during  the  year  was  £2,179 
(is.  10d.,  or  £475  .‘Is.  Id.  less  than  the  previous  year. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births. — During  1937  there  were  219  births,  IN  being 
males  and  105  females.  Of  these,  two  males  and  one  female 
were  illegitimate.  The  birth  rate  per  thousand  of  the  resi¬ 
dent  population  figure  given  by  the  Registrar  General  is 
13.9,  and  12.9  based  on  our  calculation  of  the  population 
at  December  31st.  This  is  to  be  compared  with  the  rate 
for  Kngland  and  Wales  of  14.9  (provisional  figure).  There 
were  eleven  still  births,  all  legitimate,  seven  being-  males 
and  four  being  females.  The  still  birth  '-ate  per  thousand 
births  (live  and  still)  is  therefore  47.8. 

Deaths. — There  were  157  deaths,  <‘>7  being  males  and 
90  females.  The  corrected  death  rates  (on  the  same  bases) 
are  10.9  and  10.1.  The  death  rate  is  higher  than  for  the 
previous  year,  but  compares  favourably  w  ith  the  death  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  of  12.4  (provisional  figure).  The 
number  of  deaths  occurring  in  public  institutions  was  71, 
which  means  that  4  5  per  cent  of  our  deaths  occurred  in 
hospitals  and  institutions.*  The  number  of  women  dying 
from  puerperal  causes  was  none,  and  therefore  the  maternal 
mortality  rate  is  nil.  This  rate  has  been  nil  since  1931,  a 
wonderful  record. 

Infant  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  <>l  infants 
under  one  year  was  six,  four  being  males  and  two  females, 
all  of  which  were  legitimate.  The  causes  of  death  were  : 
convulsions  (two),  congenital  atelectasis,  congenital  heart 
disease,  prematurity  and  pyloric  stenosis. 

The  total  infant  mortality  rate  is  27,  compared  with  08 
for  England  and  Wales  (provisional  figures).  I  here  were 

*  A  large  proportion  of  the  deaths  were  of  aged  persons,  there 
being  98.  or  62  per  cent,  over  65  years  of  age. 


no  illegitimate  deaths  under  one  year  of  age,  and  the 
illegitimate  infant  mortality  rate  is  therefore  nil. 

There  were  twenty-one  deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages), 
nine  being  males  and  twelve  females,  giving  a  death  rate 
from  this  disease  of  1.3  per  thousand  population.  There 
were  no  deaths  from  diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age), 
measles  or  whooping  cough.  There  was  no  excessive  or 
unusual  mortality  during  the  year. 

Tables  1 — VI  give  records  of  vital  statistics  with  com¬ 
parative  birth  and  death  rates. 


TABLE  I 


Cancer. 

No.  of  deaths — 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

Males  . 

9 

10 

5 

5 

9 

Females  . 

10 

13 

8 

12 

12 

Death  rate  per  1,000  pop. 

1.3 

1.5 

0.8 

1.1 

1.3 

Puerperal  Sepsis. 

1 

No.  of  cases  notified 

2 

1 

2 

5 

No.  of  deaths . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Death  rate,  1.000  births 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

No.  of  cases  notified — 

Males  . 

7 

9 

12 

9 

5 

Females  . 

i 

4 

4 

7 

5 

Attack  rate,  1,000  pop.  . . 

0.5 

0.9 

1.0 

1.0 

0.6 

No.  of  deaths — 

Males  . 

0 

6 

3 

3 

4 

Females  . 

0 

1 

2 

2 

3 

Death  rate  per  1,000  pop. 

0.4 

0.4 

0.3 

0.3 

0.4 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

No.  of  cases  notified — 

Males  . 

2 

3 

0 

5 

— 

Females  . 

3 

1 

5 

2 

— 

Attack  rate,  1,000  pop.  . . 

0.3 

0.2 

0.7 

0.4 

0.0 

No.  of  deaths — 

Males  . 

Females  . 

0 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Death  rate  per  1,000  pop. 

0.1 

0.0 

0.6 

0.1 

0  06 

6 
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*  Based  on  3.8  persons  per  house.  t  Based  on  3.7  persons  per  house. 

Note. — Corrected  death  rates  are  based  on  the  factor  of  1.09  given  by  the  Registrar-General 


TABLE  III 
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Infant  mortality  .  51 0 


TABLE  VI 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


LETCHWORTH 


URBAN  DISTRICT 


Ref  No. 

Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

ALL  CAUSES  . 

67 

90 

6 

Influenza  . 

1 

4 

9 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

4 

3 

10 

Other  Tuberculosis  . 

1 

— 

11 

Syphilis  . 

1 

— 

13 

Cancer  . 

9 

12 

14 

Diabetes . 

— 

3 

15 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

2 

5 

16 

Heart  disease . 

9 

21 

18 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

6 

8 

19 

Bronchitis  . 

3 

2 

20 

Pneumonia 

3 

2 

21 

Other  respiratory  diseases  . 

— 

3 

22 

Peptic  ulcer  . 

— 

1 

25 

Cirrhosis  of  liver . 

1 

_ 

26 

Other  liver  diseases 

_ 

1 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases 

4 

1 

28 

Nephritis 

4 

6 

31 

Congenital  causes,  etc. 

4 

2 

32 

Senility 

2 

4 

33 

Suicide 

i 

1 

34 

Other  violence  . . 

5 

1 

35 

Other  defined  causes 

6 

6 

36 

Ill-defined  causes  . 

1 

4 

SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA 

1  (i)  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority 

I' or  full  list  please  see  page  2. 
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(ii)  (a)  Laboratory  Facilities 

Pathological  and  bacteriological  specimens  are  examined 
at  the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories;  the  School  of 
Ag  riculture,  Cambridge ;  the  Chemical  Laboratory,  28 
Victoria  Street,  Westminster  ;  and  the  County  Laboratory, 
Hill  End. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities 

General  ami  Accident  Cases. — A  modern  well-equipped 
ambulance  is  provided  and  maintained  by  your  Council.  It 
is  under  the  supervision  of  the  Chief  Officer  of  the  Fire 
Brigade. 

Infectious  Cases. — A  modern  ambulance  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital  is  provided  and  maintained  by  the  Joint  Isolation 
Hospital  Board. 

The  ambulance  facilities  are  adequate. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home 

(a)  General. 

(b)  Infectious  diseases. 

The  District  Nursing  Committee  of  the  Letchworth 
Hospital  makes  arrangements  for  professional  nursing  in 
the  home.  The  work  is  carried  out  by  Nurses  Walker  and 
Robins. 

Nurse  Walker  has  kindly  provided  me  with  the  folknv- 
ing  particulars  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year.  The 
total  number  of  visits  paid  was  8,007,  made  up  as  follows  : 
Nursing  visits  7,205,  casual  visits  69. i,  and  T  uberculosis 
visits  167.  Number  of  patients  visited  100.  These  figures 
indicate  the  work  is  increasing  steadily. 

Nurse  Cozens  is  appointed  by  the  County  Authority  as 
Health  Visitor  and  Schools  Nurse  and  is  assisted  by  Nurse 
Robins. 

The  number  of  midwives  practising  in  Letchworth 
during  the  vear  was  five,  who  are  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Countv  Council. 

Arrangements  exist  whereby  occasional  nursing  of 
puerperal  pyrexia  cases  may  be  provided  by  the  C  ount\ 
Authority  in  necessitous  cases. 


10 


(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 

(a)  The  Massage  and  Orthopaedic  Clinic  is  under  the 
Herts  branch  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society.  It  is  held 
at  115  Pixmore  Way  on  Mondays,  Tuesdays,  Thursdays 
and  Fridays  from  9  a.m.  to  3.30  p.m. 

Miss  I lines,  the  Hon.  Secretary,  lias  been  good  enough 


to  supply  the  following  records  for  the  year  : 

Number  of  adults  attending-  the  Clinic  ...  ...  113 

Number  of  treatments  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,302 

Number  of  school  children  attending  ...  ...  54 

Number  of  treatments  ...  ...  ...  ...  422 

Number  of  infants  attending  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Number  of  treatments  ...  ...  ...  ...  304 

Number  of  patients  attending  orthopaedic  inspections  133 

(b)  The  Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare  Centre  is  under 
the  supervision  of  the  County  Authority.  It  meets  in  the 
Howard  Hall  each  Thursday  afternoon  at  2  o’clock.  On 


the  first  and  third  Thursday  mornings  at  10.30  a  bi-monthly 
Ante-Natal  Clinic,  for  the  benefit  of  expectant  mothers,  is 


held  in  the  same  building. 

The  following  particulars  of  the  year’s  work  are  kindly 
given  by  Dr.  Mary  Anderson  : 

Number  of  times  the  Centre  was  open  ...  ...  50 

Number  of  children  under  5  years  of  age  who  attended 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  438 

Number  of  attendances  of  these  children  ...  ...  3,390 

Average  weekly  attendance  of  children  at  the  Centre  68 
Number  of  deaths  among  the  children  who  attended 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  these  children  who  had  dental  treatment  ...  21 

Number  of  these  children  who  had  treatment  at  the 

Orthopaedic  Clinic  .  .  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  oi  mothers  who  attended  the  Centre  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  423 

Number  of  attendances  of  these  mothers  ...  ...  3,015 

Average  weekly  number  of  attendances  of  mothers 

with  children  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Number  of  nursing  mothers  who  were  referred  for 

treatment  to  the  Dental  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  15 
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(c)  Ante=Natal  Clinic 

Number  of  times  the  Clinic  was  open  ...  ...  23 

Number  of  expectant  mothers  who  attended  the  Clinic  46 

Number  of  attendances  of  these  expectant  mothers  154 

Number  of  deaths  among  these  mothers  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  mothers  referred  for  treatment  to  the 

Dental  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

(d)  The  Schools  Dental  Clinic  also  meets  in  the  Howard 
Hall,  except  during  the  usual  school  vacations,  every 
Friday  from  10 — 12  and  2 — 4. 

It  is  under  the  auspices  of  the  County  Council. 

Nurse  Cozens  has  been  good  enough  to  send  the  follow¬ 
ing  records  for  the  year  : 

Number  of  times  the  Clinic  opened  ...  ...  ...  82 

Number  of  attendances  ...  •••  •••  922 

(e)  The  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  which  is  under  the 
control  of  the  County  Council,  is  held  every  Tuesday  morning 
from  11  to  1  o’clock  in  the  Outpatients  Department  of 
Letchworth  Hospital. 

Records  for  the  year,  kindly  supplied  by  Dr.  Hyslop 
Thomson,  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  are  as 
follows : 

Number  of  new  cases  examined  ...  ...  ...  83 

Number  of  patients  attending  the  Dispensary 
Total  number  of  attendances 
Number  of  times  the  Dispensary  opened 
Number  of  patients  sent  to  institutions 

Venereal  Disease.  The  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  deals  with  this  branch  of  public  health  work. 

Frequent  advertisements,  setting  out  particulars  as  to 
the  means  of  obtaining  free  advice  and  skilled  medical  treat¬ 
ment,  are  inserted  in  the  local  Press. 

Treatment  of  School  Children.  Particulars  for  the  year, 
supplied  by  Dr.  N.  Macfadyen,  the  Schools  Medical  Officer, 
arc  given  in  Table  XVIII  on  page  40. 

(e)  Hospitals 

Ample  provision  is  available  for  the  treatment  of  infec¬ 
tious  diseases,  accidents,  and  the  care  of  the  children  at  the 
following  centres: 


148 

479 

52 

10 
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(a)  The  North  Herts  Joint  Isolation  Hospital.  The 

buildings  are  well  equipped  and  planned  on  modern  lines. 
The  number  of  beds  is  2S.  Now  that  the  area  served  has 
been  enlarged,  it  is  necessary  to  consider  the  enlargement  of 
the  hospital  and  1  hope  the  number  of  beds  will  be  increased 
in  the  near  future. 

(b)  The  Smallpox  Hospital  has  1*2  beds  and  is  available 
for  use  at  short  notice.  It  is  situate  at  Langley  in  the  Rural 
District  of  Hitchin,  and  is  under  the  control  of  the  County 
Council. 

(c)  Tuberculosis.  Provision  for  the  treatment  of  patients 
suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  made  by  the  Countv 
Council  at  the  Ware  Sanatorium.  Particulars  of  cases  noti¬ 
fied  during  the  year  are  given  in  the  table  on  page  .‘17. 

(d)  The  Public  Assistance  Committee  provide  a  Home 
for  Children  at  “  Briar  Patch,”  Hitchin  Road.  It  is 

situated  in  a  very  satisfactory  position  for  the  health  of  the 
children,  and  is  under  the  supervision  of  Miss  Dodds,  the 
Matron. 

(e)  The  Letchworth  Hospital  on  the  Baldock  Road  is 
available  for  medical  and  surgical  cases.  The  accommoda¬ 
tion  comprises  2 i  beds.  I  he  Nurses'  Home  is  now 
enlarged,  and  it  is  proposed  to  erect  a  children’s  ward. 

(f)  The  Noel  Home— managed  by  the  National  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  anti  for  the 
Prevention  of  Infant  Mortality,  117  Piccadilly,  W.l — is  a 
Convalescent  Home  for  children  between  two  and  five  vears 
ol  age.  I  he  cases  are  referred  to  the  Association  for  the 
most  part  by  Maternity  and  C  h  i  Id  \\  el  fa  re  Centres  in  London 
and  Creater  London,  though  a  few  come  from  other  areas. 
The  children  are  mainly  convalescent  cases  sent  to  recover 
their  health  and  strength  after  various  childish  complaints, 
and  there  are  a  certain  number  suffering  from  ill-feeding  and 
the  results  of  bad  home  conditions.  No  ease  is  received  for 
less  than  four  weeks. 

I  he  Medical  Officer  of  the  I  Ionic  is  Dr.  Wilson,  and  the 
M  at ron  Miss  Thorpe. 

One  hundred  and  nineteen  eases  were  admitted  during 
the  year,  and  every  child  greatlv  benefited. 
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(g)  St.  Helen’s,  Norton  Way  North,  is  administered  by 
the  St.  Helen’s  Settlement,  Stratford,  E.15.  The  honorary 
medical  officer  is  Dr.  E.  H.  Scurfield.  The  Home  is  approved 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  accommodate  13  children  be¬ 
tween  the  ages  of  1 — 5  years  for  general  convalescent  treat¬ 
ment,  and  in  special  cases  treatment  by  ultra-violet  light  is 
carried  out. 

All  the  children  come  from  London  and  are  usually  re¬ 
commended  from  Welfare  Centres.  Ninety-one  children 
were  admitted  during  the  year,  the  cases  being  chiefly  those 
of  rickets,  malnutrition,  debility  following  pneumonia, 
bronchitis,  and  infectious  diseases  such  as  measles  and 
whooping  cough.  The  Home  is  supported  by  voluntary  con¬ 
tributions,  contributions  from  the  parents  and  voluntary 
associations,  and  by  grants  from  local  health  authorities. 

Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes 

The  supervising  authority  is  the  County  Council.  One 
private  Home  is  registered  :  St.  Catherine’s,  Spring  Road. 

Maternal  Mortality.  All  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  are 
investigated.  Five  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  There 
■were  no  deaths. 

SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  LETCHWORTH 
1  (i)  Water 

The  town’s  water  is  obtained  from  First  Carden 
City  Limited’s  pumping  stations  at  Baldock  Road  and 
Willi  an  Road.  The  water  is  obtained  from  wells  and  bore¬ 
holes  and  is  pumped  to  the  reservoirs  on  the  Weston  hills, 
which  are  about  l?i()  feet  above  the  town’s  elevation.  It  is 
estimated  that  two  million  gallons  could  be  raised  in  a  day. 
The  storage  capacity  of  the  reservoirs  is  three-quarters  of  a 
million  gallons  and  the  consumption  per  head  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  during  the  year  (excluding  factory  consumption)  was  32 
gallons.  Three  hundred  and  seven  and  a  half  million  gallons 
of  water  were  consumed  by  the  town  during  the  year. 

The  water  has  always  been  of  a  high  standard  of  purity, 
both  chemically  and  bacteriologically,  but  modern  chlorina¬ 
tion  apparatus  is  installed  at  both  pumping  stations  and  these 
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can  be  put  into  use  at  short  notice.  There  is  the  fullest  pos¬ 
sible  co-operation  between  the  responsible  officials  of  First 
Garden  City  Limited  and  the  Health  Department. 

Samples  are  now  taken  every  month  and  the  First  Car¬ 
den  City  Company  kindly  furnished  the  following  figures  of 
the  analysis  of  the  water  sampled  on  December  18th. 


Chemical  Analysis  in  parts  per  100,000 

Nil 
38. 1 2 
1.35 
0.009 
0.003 
1.24 

very  faint  trace 

Oxygen  consumed  from  permanganate 


(four  hours  at  80°  F.)  ...  ...  0.008 

Temporary  hardness  (English  14.94°)  21.35 
Permanent  hardness  (English  2.91°)  4.10 

pH  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  7.0 


Suspended  solids 
Dissolved  solids 
Chloride  (as  CL) 

Free  Ammonia 
Albuminoid  Ammonia 
Nitrate  (as  Ns) 
Nitrite 


Bacteriological  Examination 

Organisms  per  cubic  centimetre  at  20°  C.  ...  .‘5 

Organisms  per  cubic  centimetre,  rapidly  liquefying,  less  than  1 
Organisms  per  cubic  centimetre  at  37.5°  C.  ...  less  than  1 
Coli  organisms,  absent  from  50  cubic  centimetres  of  the  water. 


Physical  Examination 

1  he  sample  was  clear,  colourless  and  odourless. 

(  one  lusion  :  1  his  water  is  in  a  satisfactory  chemical 

and  bacteriological  condition  and  is  suitable  for  drinking 
purposes. 


Rainfall 

I  he  following  records  wi  re  obtained  from  the  registers 
kept  at  the  Council’s  Fire  Station  and  at  the  Sewage  Works, 
and  represent  an  average  for  the  district. 
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The  figures  given  represent  inches  : 

Sewage  Works  Register.  Fire  Station  Register. 


January 

...  3.47  in 

23  days 

3.64  in 

18 

days 

February 

...  3.01  ,, 

21  ,, 

3.14  ,, 

19 

y  y 

March 

...  3.31  ,, 

18  ,, 

3.80  ,, 

12 

y  y 

April 

...  2.59  ,, 

16  ,, 

2.70  ,, 

15 

y  y 

May 

...  3.47  ,, 

15  ,, 

3.48  ,, 

17 

y  y 

[une 

...  2.71  ,, 

8  ,, 

2.41  ,, 

8 

y  y 

July 

...  2.73  ,, 

9  ,, 

3.07  ,, 

8 

y  y 

August 

...  1.03  ,, 

0  ,, 

1.37  ,, 

5 

y  y 

September 

...  2.53  ,, 

14  ,, 

2.33  ,, 

14 

y  y 

October 

...  2.47  ,, 

11 

2.37  ,, 

9 

y  y 

November 

...  1.68  ,, 

11  ,, 

1.63  ,, 

9 

»  » 

December 

2.66  ,, 

19  ,, 

1.63  ,, 

13 

y  y 

Year’s  totals 

...  31.66  in 

171  days 

31 .57  in 

147 

days 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

There  are  separate  systems  for  sewage  and  surface 
water,  and  the  whole  of  Letchworth  is  drained  by  modern 
methods.  The  sewage  is  efficiently  dealt  with  at  the  Coun¬ 
cil’s  Sewage  Works,  situate  in  an  isolated  position  beyond 
tlie  north-western  boundary  of  the  town,  and  the  surface  and 
storm  water  is  conveyed  into  the  Fix  brook.  The  sewage 
effluent  is  discharged  into  this  watercourse  at  the  lower  end 
of  the  Sewage  Works. 

The  question  of  providing  Willian  Village  with  a  proper 
system  of  sewers  has  received  close  attention  since  this  dis¬ 
trict  was  brought  within  your  area.  1  he  work  of  laying  the 
new  sewers  is  in  progress. 

One  pail  closet  was  abolished,  the  drains  being  con¬ 
nected  to  the  sewers. 

The  last  Analyst’s  report  states  : 

Chemical  Analysis  (parts  per  100,000) 


Brook  and 

Pix  brook 

Sewage 

Effluent 

(upstream) 

Effluent 

(downstream) 

A. 

C. 

R. 

Suspended  solids 

trace 

trace 

t  race 

Dissolved  solids 

38.0 

87.6 

83.6 

Chloride  (as  CU) 

2.1 

1C 

15.6 

13.5 

Pix  brook 

Sewage 

Brook  and 
Effluent 

(upstream  > 

Effluent  ( downstream  > 

A. 

C. 

B. 

Free  Ammonia 

0.022 

0.022 

0.022 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.01  a 

0.  Ida 

0.007 

Nitrate  (as  N2) 

nil 

1 .80 

l.a 

Nitrite 

heavy  trace 

faint  trace 

faint  trace 

Oxygen  consumed  from 
permanganate 

0. 1 28 

0.3  a  2 

0.370 

Dissolved  oxygen  ab¬ 
sorbed  in  five  davs 

0.2 

O.a 

0.4 

pH  value 

8.(1 

8.0 

8.0 

tivsical  Appearance 

A.  Fix  brook,  upstream,  above  the  outfall  : 

( Ireenish, 

nearly  clear,  odourless. 

C.  Sewage  effluent  from  outfall 

channel  : 

Greenish 

brown,  nearly  clear,  odourless. 
B.  Fix  brook,  downstream,  below 

the  outfall 

:  Greenish 

brown ,  nearly  clear,  odourless. 

2  Rivers  and  Streams 

I  be  surface  water  drainage  of  the  town  discharges  into 
the  Fix  brook,  which  is  a  tributary  of  the  Great  Ouse. 

The  analysis  of  the  water  of  the  brook  shows  a  satis¬ 
factory  result,  but  it  has  been  necessary  to  keep  close 
observation  throughout  the  year,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
bad  again  to  take  action  in  several  instances. 

Much  of  the  trouble  is  due  to  the  discharge  of  waste- 
oil  and  paraffin,  and  the  manufacturers  and  general  public 
should  realise  that  this  method  of  disposal  is  not  onl\ 
dangerous  but  illegal,  and  that  a  very  small  quantity,  even 
a  pint,  could  cause  considerable  damage.  It  is  gratifying 
to  be  able  to  report  that  conditions  showed  an  improvement 
over  the  previous  year.  I  his  shows  our  work  has  not  been 
without  effect. 

3  (i)  Closet  Accommodation 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  agricultural  cottages,  all 
closets  within  the  district  are  on  the  water  carriage  system. 
<  )ne  pail  closet  was  abolished  during  the  year. 
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(ii)  Public  Cleansing 

Your  Council  undertakes  the  collection  and  disposal  of 
house  and  trade  refuse.  House  refuse  is  collected  once  a 
week  from  all  dwelling-houses  ;  and  on  request,  trade  refuse 
is  regularly  removed  from  business  and  trade  premises,  for 
which  service  a  small  inclusive  charge  is  made. 

All  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  “controlled  tipping”  in 
sandpits,  and  this  system  of  disposal  has  been  found  to  be 
most  satisfactory.  The  area  of  land  available  for  this 
purpose  is,  however,  limited,  and  your  Council  is  now 
considering  the  provision  of  a  modern  destructor  plant. 

The  whole  of  the  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Council’s 
own  staff  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  G.  T.  Hill,  the 
Surveyor.  Freighters  of  the  dustless-loading  type  are  in 
operation. 

(iii)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

Inspections  of  various  properties  were  carried  out  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  and  particulars  of  these  will  be 
found  tabulated  in  the  appendix.  The  extension  of  the 
district,  new  legislation,  the  opening  of  the  Abattoir,  etc., 
have  greatly  increased  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

(iv)  Shops 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  inspected  and  visited  68  shops 
during  the  year.  One  contravention  found  the  previous  year 
was  remedied.  All  the  shops  inspected  complied  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934. 

(v)  Smoke  Abatement 

No  statutory  action  was  necessary  during  the  year  but 
routine  observations  were  made,  and  warnings  given  in 
certain  cases.  Considerable  improvement  was  effected,  but 
the  question  of  by-laws  will  have  to  be  considered  in  the 
near  future. 

(vi)  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

(a)  Public. — The  ozone  open-air  swimming  pool  situate 
in  Norton  Common  proved  to  be  most  popular,  77,921 
persons  being  admitted  during  the  short  season. 

The  “ozone”  system  of  purification  proved  to  be  most 
satisfactory  from  a  bacteriological  standpoint,  and  at  all 
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times  t  lie  water  was  crystal-clear  and  sparkling.  The 
Council’s  Bacteriologist,  Mr.  A.  Scriver,  B.Sc.,  took  a  series 
of  surprise  samples  during  the  season.  Eleven  samples  were 
taken,  each  consisting  of  a  sample  from  the  deep  end  and 
one  from  the  shallow  end  of  the  pool,  and  the  results  in 
every  ease  were  highly  satisfactory.  The  majority  were,  to 
quote  the  words  of  the  Bacteriologist,  “  suitable  for  drinking 
purposes. 

Many  inquiries  were  again  received  during  the  year  as 
to  the  efficiency  of  this  system  of  purification,  and  several 
deputations  from  various  Authorities  visited  the  pool. 

(b)  Privately  Owned. — There  are  two  small  privately 
owned  pools,  but  only  one  is  open  to  and  used  bv  the  public. 
At  both  pools  the  water  is  kept  in  condition  by  a  system  of 
chlorination. 

(vii)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs 

1.  (a)  Council  houses  found  to  be  infested  ...  12 

(b)  Other  houses  found  to  be  infested  ...  7 

All  these  were  disinfested. 

2.  The  following  methods  of  disinfestation  are 
employed.  The  infested  houses  are  first  visited  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  who  makes  a  thorough  investigation  as 
to  the  extent  of  the  infestation.  The  woodwork  and  other 
areas  of  infestation  are  then  thoroughly  sprayed  with  a  good 
proprietary  insecticide.  A  supply  of  insecticide  is  left  with 
the  occupier  with  the  instructions  for  all  the  furniture  to  be 
treated,  and  for  the  bedsteads  to  be  taken  to  pieces  and 
treated.  If  considered  necessary,  the  skirtings,  picture  rails 
and  door  linings  are  taken  down,  thoroughly  treated  with  a 
plumber’s  blow  lamp,  the  plaster  also  being  treated  and 
made  good.  The  premises  are  kept  under  observation  for  a 
period  of  four  weeks.  The  occupier  is  requested  to  notify 
us  if  any  further  trouble  occurs. 

These  methods  have  proved  efficient  and  inexpensive, 
but  the  work  must  be  done  thoroughly  anti  the  occupier 
interested  sufficiently  to  give  every  assistance.  We  have 
been  fortunate  enough  to  achieve  this  up  to  the  present  time, 
but  I  must  emphasise  its  importance. 
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3.  It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  treat  any  furniture 
before  removal  to  a  Council  house.  The  matter,  however,  is 
being-  very  closely  watched. 

4.  The  actual  work  of  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by 
the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his  staff,  but  where  found 
necessary  the  owners  of  the  property  are  requested  to  carry 
out  work  of  removing-  and  refixing  woodwork. 

f>.  All  tenants  are  encouraged  to  come  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  for  advice.  Cases  of  infestation  are  followed  up  after 
treatment  from  time  to  time. 

•1  SCHOOLS 

There  are  six  public  elementary  schools,  the  Letchworth 
Grammar  School,  and  a  number  of  private  schools. 

The  water  supply  to  each  is  adequate. 

On  page  40  will  be  found  a  table  compiled  by  Dr.  N. 
Macfadven,  the  Schools  Medical  Officer,  setting  out  health 
records  of  children  attending  the  public  elementary  schools. 
Children  are  excluded  from  school  in  cases  of  infectious 
diseases,  in  accordance  with  the  Memorandum  on  Closure  of 
and  Exclusion  from  School,  1927. 

OTHER  SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF 
LETCHWORTH 

The  public  should  bear  in  mind  that  the  accumulation  of 
decaying  food  and  manure  forms  ideal  breeding  grounds  for 
rats,  flies  and  other  insects,  and  all  such  collections  should 
either  be  removed,  buried,  or  suitably  covered.  If  particulars 
of  any  such  nuisance  are  sent  to  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector  at  the  Council  Offices  they  will  receive  immediate 
attention. 

Public  Conveniences 

There  are  now  two  general  public  conveniences,  one  at 
the  north  end  of  Howard  Park,  and  one  in  the  Town  area 
at  rear  of  the  Council  Offices.  In  addition  there  are  public 
conveniences  at  the  recreation  grounds.  At  the  new  con¬ 
veniences  the  washing  accommodation  provided  within  each 
water-closet  apartment  has  proved  a  success,  and  the  system 
has  much  to  commend  it  from  a  health  point  ol  view. 
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RAG  FLOCK  ACTS,  1911  ANI)  1928 

There  are  four  premises  within  the  district  where 
general  upholstery  w  ork  is  carried  out.  I  lie  work  consists 
chiefly  ot  repairs,  and  no  new  mattresses  arc  made.  The 
premises  were  regularly  visited  and  inspected  and  it  wras 
not  found  necessary  to  take  any  special  action  during  the 
year. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED 
BY  BY=LA WS  OR  REGULATIONS 

One  local  fishmonger  carries  on  the  trade  of  a  fish-fryer  ; 
and  one  travelling  fish-frving  van  visits  the  district. 

Periodical  inspections  were  made. 

A  Fair  visited  Letchworth  during  the  vear  and  the 
inhabited  vans  were  inspected,  anti  the  occupants  were  found 
to  be  in  good  health.  I  wenty-six  vans  were  inspected  and 
the  occupants  numbered  fiftv-eight. 

By-laws  regulating  hairdressers’  and  barbers’  premises 
were  made  by  your  Council  under  section  131  of  the  Hert¬ 
fordshire  County  Council  Act,  1935.  These  by-laws  came 
into  force  on  April  1st,  1937.  The  Sanitary  Inspectors 
inspected  all  the  premises  within  the  area  and  generally  the 
premises  were  found  to  be  well  kept.  Seventeen  visits  Were 
paid. 

LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE 

The  following  adoptive  Acts  are  in  force  in  Letchworth  : 

1.  The  Lighting  and  Watching  Act,  1833. 

2.  I  he  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  sections 

1 — 4  (inclusive),  10,  and  18 — 24  inclusive). 

3.  The  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890. 

4.  The  Burial  Acts,  1852-1900. 

5.  The  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1907. 

Part  2.  Sections  15  and  lfi,  18—22  (inclusive)  and 
28 — 33  (inclusive). 

Part  4.  Sections  53  and  54. 

Part  (i.  Sections  76  and  77. 
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6.  The  Public  Libraries  Acts,  1892-1919. 

(55  and  56  Vic.,  C.  53,  56  and  57.  Vic.,  C.  11,  61 
and  62.  Vic.,  C.  58,  1.  Edw.  VII,  C.  19,  9  and 
10.  Geo.  V,  C.  93). 

7.  Chicken  Pox  Notification  (under  the  Infectious  Diseases 

(Notification)  Act  of  1889).  Adopted  in  January  1926. 

8.  The  Public  Health  Act,  1925. 

Part  2.  (Except  sections  20  and  21).  Adopted  in 
September  1927. 

THE  RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919 

During  National  Rat  Week  in  November,  your  Council, 
acting  in  conjunction  with  the  County  Council,  circulated 
propaganda,  and  special  investigations  were  carried  out. 

As  a  matter  of  routine,  inspections  were  made  through¬ 
out  the  year  bv  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  the  County  Rats 
Officer,  and  action  was  taken  in  many  cases,  but  in  no 
instance  was  it  found  necessary  to  institute  proceedings. 

The  majority  of  infestations  are  due  to  unsuitable  sheds 
being  used  for  the  keeping  of  poultry  and  animals,  and  to 
accumulations  of  rubbish,  and  if  the  general  public  will  only 
appreciate  these  facts  even  less  trouble  will  be  experienced. 
Advice  may  always  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector  at  the  Council  Offices. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Tables  VII  and  VIII  give  particulars  of  the  work  carried 
out  during  the  year.  At  December  31st  there  were  on  the 
Register  84  workshops  and  22  workplaces,  together  with  103 
factories. 
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TABLE  VII 

LETCHWORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT 

INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS 
AND  WORKPLACES 


Premises 

Number  of 

(l) 

I  nspections 

(2) 

Notices. 

(3) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(4) 

FACTORIES  . 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

278 

30 

— 

WORKSHOPS  . 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

67 

4 

— 

WORKPLACES  . 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises) 

27 

3 

— 

Total  . 

372 

37 

— 

HOMEWORK  SECTION  107 


Nature  of  Work 

Lists  received 
from 

Employers 

Lists  for¬ 
warded  to 
other  Councils 

Lists  received 
from 

other  Councils 

O 

n 

No.  of  Lists 

Contractors 

No.  of 
Workpeople 

No.  of  Lists 

Contractors 

No.  of 
Workpeople 

n 

in 

3 

o 

6 

c-i 

Contractors 

No.  of 
Workpeople 

Total  Visit; 
Outworke 

Wearing  Apparel 
(a)  Making 

15 

8 

18 

8 

4 

9 

2 

2 

2 

33 

Lace,  embroidery  . . 

2 

2 

53 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

17 

10 

71 

9 

5 

10 

2 

2 

2 

33 

OUTWORK  IN  UNWHOLESOME  PREMISES 
SECTION  108 


Nature  of  Work. 

Instances. 

Notices  served. 

Prosecutions. 

Embroidery 

2 

2 

Nil 
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TABLE  VIII 


DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS 
AND  WORKPLACES 


No  of  Defect 

S. 

Number  of 

(1) 

Found. 

(2) 

Remedied. 

(3) 

Referred  to 

H.M- 

Inspector. 

(4) 

respect  to 
which  prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted. 
(6) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts:* 

Want  of  cleanliness 

14 

14 

— 

— 

Want  of  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

2 

2 

Other  nuisances 

Sanitary  accommodation 

48 

48 

— 

— 

Insufficient 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

6 

6 

— 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes  . . 

Offences  under  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Acts: 

Illegal  occupation  of 

underground  bakehouse 

3 

3 

(s.  101)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 
(Excluding  offences  relating 
to  outwork  and  offences 
unde’-  the  Sections  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Schedule  to 
Ministry  of  Health  (Fac¬ 
tories  and  Workshops 

Transfer  of  Powers) 

Order,  1921.) 

9 

9 

4 

Total  . 

O 

00 

80 

4 

— 

*  Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,3,7  and  8  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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SECTION  D 


HOUSING 

Including  the  twelve  houses  built  by  the  Hitchin  Rural 
District  Council  in  the  village  of  Willian,  your  Council  now 


owns  1, 

353 

houses  erected  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS 

Number  of 

new  houses  erected  during  the  year: 

(1) 

By 

the  Local  Authority 

28 

(2) 

By 

the  other  Local  Authorities 

0 

(3) 

By 

Other  Bodies  and  Persons 

-/ 

(*) 

By 

Public  Utilitv  Societies 

179 

Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  year: 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  (for 

housing  defects  under  Public  Health  or  Hous¬ 
ing  Acts) . 251 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  .324 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

subhead  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  68 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  100 

(3)  N umbei  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

sta.te  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  tor  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  subhead)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without 
service  of  formal  notices : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
local  Authority  or  its  officers  ...  .  .  ...  4  2 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  powers  during 
the  year: 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  de¬ 
fects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  1 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  de¬ 
fects  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 


notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  . nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1935 — Overcrowding: 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  ...  .  .  ...  ...  ...  1 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  2 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  10 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 


(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  242 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding. 

In  one  instance  it  was  found  that  the  house  had 
again  become  overcrowded,  due  to  lodgers  having 
been  taken  in  again  in  excess  of  the  permitted 
number.  No  statutory  action  was  taken. 
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(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding’ 
conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Healtli 
may  consider  it  desirable  to  report. 

Our  experience  during  the  year  has  again 
proved  the  necessity  of  keeping  a  close  watch  on  all 
working-class  houses  in  order  to  prevent  as  far  as 
possible  any  new'  cases  of  overcrowding  arising. 

SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
(a)  Milk  Supply 

All  dairy  premises  are  regularly  visited  and  inspected, 
and  in  addition  close  attention  is  paid  to  the  retailing 
methods  of  the  purveyors  with  premises  outside  Letchworth. 

Nine  farms  are  Registered  for  the  production  of  milk, 
nineteen  persons  are  Registered  as  retail  purveyors  of  milk, 
ten  of  whom  have  premises  within  the  district. 

One  dairyman  produces  and  retails  Tuberculin  Tested 
(Certified)  milk,  and  one  bottles  and  retails  Tuberculin 
Tested  milk.  One  dairyman  is  licensed  to  retail  Tuberculin 
Tested  (Certified)  milk  and  two  retail  Tuberculin  Tested 
milk.  It  is  to  be  deplored  that  the  sale  of  this  milk  is  not 
increasing,  as  the  special  care  and  attention  which  has  to 
be  paid  to  the  production  and  retailing  of  “graded”  milks 
warrants  the  support  of  the  public,  and  the  fact  that  these 
milks  are  produced  from  cows  certified  to  be  free  from 
tuberculosis  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasised. 

One  dairyman  retails  Accredited  milk.  One  application 
for  a  licence  to  pasteurise  and  sell  pasteurised  milk  was 
received  and  granted.  This  establishment  is  kept  under 
close  observation  and  the  milk  is  treated  in  accordance  with 
the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders. 

As  a  result  of  informal  action  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
various  improvements  and  repairs  were  carried  out  during 
the  year  to  cowsheds  and  dairies. 

Milk  Samples 

I  lie  follow  ing  tables  give  particulars  of  the  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  of  milk  samples  for  the  years  1933-1937. 
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I  he  results  compare  favourably  with  those  of  other  districts, 
especially  when  it  is  considered  that  all  samples  as  far  as 
possible  are  taken  “  in  course  of  delivery,”  thus  the  results 
are  a  true  indication  of  the  condition  of  the  milk  as  received 
by  the  consumer. 

It  is  interesting  to  learn  that  the  ordinary  milk  produced 
on  farms  within  your  district  is  of  a  high  standard  of  cleanli¬ 
ness.  The  highest  bacteria  count  was  192,000  per  ml.,  the 
lowest  4,000,  giving  an  average  count  of  47,740.  The 
bacillus  coli  results  were  :  Absent  in  1  ml.  in  four  samples, 
present  in  1  ml.  in  four  samples,  present  in  1/10  ml.  in  four 
samples,  present  in  1/100  ml.  in  six  samples  and  present  in 
1/1000  in  twelve  samples. 

Producers  of  ordinary  milk  still  find  it  difficult  to  control 
contamination  by  bacillus  coli.  This  contamination  can  be 
caused  in  many  ways,  but  scrupulous  cleanliness  and  proper 
sterilisation  of  all  utensils  and  cloths  will  obviate  it.  The 
necessity  of  an  ample  supply  of  steam  at  all  dairy  premises 
cannot  be  overestimated. 

MILK  SAMPLING  RECORDS 
Figures  represent  number  of  bacteria  in  one  millilitre. 

TABLE  IX 

CERTIFIED  MILK  &  TUBERCULIN  TESTED  (CERTIFIED)  MILK 


Year 

1933 

1934 

1935  1936 

1937 

No.  of  Samples 
taken 

12 

12 

12 

12 

8 

Average  Count  . . 

5,434 

4,938 

5,430 

9,880 

18,487 

Lowest  Count 

120 

380 

40 

900 

2.500 

Highest  Count 

25,000 

24,700 

40,000 

24,800 

48,800 

Bacillus  Coli 

Absent 

Absent 

Present 
in  1/10  ml, 
in  one 
sample. 

Absent 

Present 
in  1  ml. 
in  one 
sample 

Methylene  blue 
test — failed 

— 

— 

— 

nil 
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TABLE  X 

GRADE  “A”  (TUBERCULIN  TESTED)  MILK  AND  TUBERCULIN 

TESTED  MILK 


Year 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

'  1937 

No.  of  Samples 
taken 

5 

8 

7 

7 

6 

Average  Count 

33,376 

36,692 

10,400 

56,486 

14,400 

Lowest  Count 

2,800 

1,240 

3,200 

2,800 

2,200 

Highest  Count 

73,600 

98,000 

30,400 

160,000 

46,000 

Bacillus  Coli 

Absent 

Present 

in 

1  100  ml. 
in  three 
samples. 

Present 

in 

1  100  ml. 
in  one 
sample. 

Present 

in 

1  100  ml. 
in  one 
sample. 

Absent 

Methylene  blue 
test- — failed 

— 

— 

— 

nil 

TABLE  XI 

ACCREDITED  MILK 


Year. 

1937 

No.  of  samples  taken 

4 

Average  bacterial  count 

7,132 

Lowest  bacterial  count 

1,130 

Highest  bacterial  count 

20,000 

Methylene  blue  test— failed  . 

nil 

Bacillus  Coli: 

Absent 

4 

Present  in  1  ml . 

— 

Present  in  1/10  ml. 

— 

Present  in  1100  ml. 

— 

Present  in  1/1,000  ml. 
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TABLE  XII 

PASTEURISED  MILK 


Year. 

1935 

1936 

1  1937 

No.  of  samples  taken 

3 

10 

8 

Average  bacterial  count 

4,703 

23,196 

29,662 

Lowest  bacterial  count 

310 

60 

3,700 

Highest  bacterial  count 

11.800 

112,000 

44,000 

Bacillus  Coli: 

Absent 

3 

4 

8 

Present  in  1  ml. 

— 

2 

— 

Present  in  1/10  ml. 

— 

2 

— 

Present  in  1/100  ml. 

— 

2 

— 

Present  in  1/1,000  ml. 

— 

— 

— 

TABLE  XIII 

ORDINARY  MILK 


Year  1933 

1934  |  1935 

1936 

1937 

No.  of  Samples 
taken 

42 

44 

45 

38 

64 

Average  Count 

60,229 

68,831 

58,636 

80,715 

47,400 

Lowest  Count 

4,000 

5,600 

3,400 

12,200 

1,400 

Highest  Count 

246,000 

288, U00 

320,000 

320,000 

224,000 

Bacillus  Coli  ab¬ 
sent  in 

5 

11 

11 

7 

13 

Present  in  1  ml. 
in . 

8 

7 

13 

5 

6 

Present  in  1/10 
in . 

10 

14 

10 

9 

7 

Present  in  1/100 
in . 

6 

1 

5 

6 

11 

17 

Present  in  1/1000 
in . 

13 

7 

5 

6 

21 

Methylene  blue 
test — failed 

— 

— 

22 

One  sample  of  sterilised  milk  was  taken:  the  bacterial  count  was 
2(TD  and  bacillus  coli  was  absent. 
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ICE  CREAM  TABLE  XIV 


Year. 

1936. 

1937. 

No.  of  samples  taken 

6 

18 

Average  bacterial  count 

24.436 

2,102,901 

Lowest  bacterial  count 

320 

240 

Highest  bacterial  count 

Bacillus  Coli: 

87.780 

16,500.000 

Absent 

4 

2 

Present  in  1  ml. 

— 

— 

Present  in  1  10  ml. 

1 

7 

Present  in  1  100  ml. 

— 

6 

Present  in  1  1,000  ml. 

1 

3 

TABLE  XV 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  (EXCLUDING 

SHOPS) 


Cattle 

ex¬ 

cluding 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

No  killed 

— 

52 

214 

16,204 

No.  inspected  . . 

— ■ 

— 

52 

214 

16,204 

All  Diseases  except 

Tuberculosis 

1 1 )  Whole  carcases  condemned 

_ 

37 

(2)  Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

— 

4 

12 

2,175 

(3)  Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than 

tuberculosis 

7'7% 

5'6% 

13-6% 

Tuberculosis  only 

<  1 1  Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

14 

(2)  Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

901 

(3)  Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

— 

— 

5'6% 
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(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

Routine  inspections  of  butchers  and  other  food  shops 
were  made  during  the  year.  The  premises  were  found 
generally  to  be  well  kept  and  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 
Improvements  were  made  at  several  premises. 

Efficient  meat  inspection  is  somewhat  difficult  in  Letch- 
worth  as  practically  all  the  butchers  slaughter  outside  the 
town.  Carcases  are  brought  into  the  town  at  varied  times, 
some  have  been  inspected  at  the  place  of  slaughter,  others 
have  not.  By  constant  inspection  we  endeavour  to  ensure 
that  no  diseased  or  unwholesome  foodstuffs  are  sold  for 
human  consumption. 

The  Model  Abattoir,  now  used  as  a  Bacon  Factorv 
and  Slaughterhouse,  has  placed  additional  duties  upon  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors.  479  visits  were  paid  involving  592 
hours  work.  Table  XY  gives  information  as  to  the  number 
of  animals  slaughtered  and  examined. 

Full  particulars  of  the  foodstuffs  condemned  during  the 
year  will  be  found  in  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 
in  the  Appendix. 

(c)  Adulteration,  etc. 

No  action  was  taken  by  your  Council  during  the  year. 
Mr.  G.  F.  Hart,  the  County  Inspector  under  the  Sale  of 
Foods  and  Drugs  Acts,  states  that  30  samples  of  milk  were 
taken,  and  that  the  Public  Analyst  reported  that  nine  of 
these  samples  were  not  genuine.  The  samples  proved  to 
be  deficient  in  milk  fat  from  3  per  cent,  to  16  per  cent.  In 
all  cases  it  was  the  production  of  the  milk  that  was  at  fault. 
Proceedings  were  taken  in  two  instances  and  the  producers 
were  fined. 

(d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food 

Samples  of  milk  were  sent  for  examination  to  the  School 
of  Agriculture,  Cambridge,  and  the  County  Laboratory,  Hill 
End.  Samples  of  ice  cream  were  examined  at  the  Chemical 
and  Bacteriological  Laboratory,  28  Victoria  Street,  \\  est- 
minster.  The  results  of  the  samples  of  ice  cream  are  shown 
in  Table  XIV,  and  they  do  emphasise  the  necessity  of  legis¬ 
lation  being  introduced  to  control  the  production  and  sale 
of  this  product.  Our  results  tend  to  show  that  ice  cream 
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is  a  must  unstable  article  from  a  bacteriological  point  of  view 
and  that  the  utmost  care  must  be  taken  in  its  production 
and  sale.  A  comparison  of  the  average  count  of  the  ice 
cream  samples  with  that  of  ordinary  milk,  for  instance, 
reveals,  to  sav  t he  least,  an  amazing-  difference.  The  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector  made  a  full  investigation  into  the  local 
methods  of  production,  and  we  hope  that  the  result  ol  the 
samples  taken  during  1938  will  show  a  considerable  improve¬ 
ment  . 

(e)  Nutrition 

1  have  nothing  of  special  interest  to  report. 

(f)  Shellfish  (Molluscan) 

There  are  no  shellfish  layings  or  beds  within  the  District. 


SECTION  F 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

2.  General  Remarks 

One  hundred  and  ninety-two  notifications  were  received, 
compared  with  sixty-one  for  the  previous  year.  The  greatest 
increase  was  in  the  number  of  cases  of  chicken-pox  and 
scarlet  fever.  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  1936  was  an 
extraordinai  ilv  light  year  as  regards  infectious  disease. 

Chicken=pox 

One  hundred  and  eight  cases  were  notified,  compared 
with  twenty-nine  during  193(5.  There  were  sporadic  cases 
until  October,  when  an  epidemic  of  a  mild  type  of  disease 
commenced,  which  carried  on  well  into  1938.  There  were 
twenty-five  cases  under  school  age,  eighty-one  were  of  school 
age,  and  two  were  adolescents. 

Diphtheria 

Seven  cases  were  notified,  the  same  number  as  during 
1936.  All  the  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
and  there  were  no  deaths.  Two  cases  were  of  school  age 
and  the  remaining  five  were’  adults.  Two  u'ere  of  the 
“carrier”  type,  and  one  was  a  “mixed”  infection,  but  it 
was  not  possible  to  trace  any  common  source  of  infection 
other  than  the  instance  of  three  cases  occurring  in  one  house. 
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Erysipelas 

Five  cases  were  notified,  compared  with  two  during 
1936.  All  the  cases  were  treated  at  home  and  the  disease 
was  of  a  mild  type. 

Pneumonia 

Twelve  cases  were  notified,  compared  with  eleven 
during-  1936.  Two  received  hospital  treatment,  and  one 
proved  fatal. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Five  cases  were  notified,  compared  with  one  during 
1936.  Four  received  hospital  treatment,  and  the  remaining 
case  was  treated  at  home,  skilled  nursing  assistance  being 
provided.  None  of  the  cases  proved  fatal. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Fifty-five  cases  were  notified,  compared  with  ten  during 
1936.  Forty-three  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  and  I  regret  to  report  that  one  case,  an  adult, 
proved  fatal.  In  this  instance  the  infection  was  of  a 
“  mixed  ”  type.  During  the  first  nine  months  of  the  year 
only  ten  sporadic  cases  occurred,  but  on  October  4th  a  minor 
epidemic  commenced  among  young  school  children  attending 
Norton  Road  School  The  infection  wras  of  a  mild  type,  but 
in  one  way  this  was  unfortunate,  as  it  led  to  several  cases 
being  “  missed  ”  and  so  helped  to  spread  the  disease.  Two 
examples  might  be  given  of  instances  where  the  primary 
case  was  “  missed  ”  and  medical  attention  was  only  called 
in  when  further  illness  occurred.  In  one  house  there  were 
three  cases,  and  in  another  seven  cases. 

Undulant  Fever 

No  cases  were  brought  to  our  notice  during  the  year. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

As  for  some  years,  no  case  was  notified. 

Epidemic  Catarrhal  Jaundice 

An  epidemic  occurred  among  the  children  at  Briar  Patch 
Children’s  Home  and  despite  every  care  and  precaution 
proved  most  difficult  to  control.  Curiously  a  further  case 
came  to  our  notice,  a  nurse  who  contracted  the  infection 
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whilst  nursing  cases  at  a  London  Hospital.  It  was  not 
possible  to  link  up  this  case  in  any  way  with  the  epidemic 
at  the  children’s  home. 

Vaccination 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the 
Public  Health  (Smallpox)  Regulations,  1917. 

Cancer 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  abnormal  prevalence 
of  cancer  in  the  district.  During  the  year  twenty-one  deaths 
occurred,  being  nine  males  and  twelve  females. 

There  are  no  special  facilities  available  in  the  district  tor 
the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  cancer.  Cases  are  usually 
referred  to  London  hospitals.  This  arrangement  appears  to 
be  quite  satisfactory. 

4.  (a)  Prevention  of  Blindness 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under  Section  66 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  or  section  176  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1956. 

(b)  Tuberculosis 

Table  XVII  gives  particulars  of  new  cases  of  tuber¬ 
culosis,  together  with  deaths  which  have  occurred  during 
the  year. 

Fibrositis 

Neither  the  water  nor  the  soil  of  Letchworth  is  dele¬ 
terious  to  health.  Hard  water  is  eminently  more  palatable 
and  more  pleasant  to  drink  than  soft  water,  and  is  not  the 
cause*  of  arteriosclerosis  or  hard  chalky  thickening  ol  the 
arteries  associated  with  high  blood  pressure.  Rheumatism, 
more  correctly  termed  chronic  fibrositis,  is  not  due  to 
drinking  water,  but  comes  from  those  retained  poisons  in 
the  body  which  are  the  result  of  faulty  elimination  by  the 
skin,  kidneys  and  bowels,  e.g.  constipation,  or  from  some 
septic  focus  as  decayed  teeth.  Rheumatism  is  more  likely 
to  occur  in  persons  who  neglect  the  elementary  rules  of 
health. 
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TABLE  XVI 

NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Disease 

At  all  ages 

Under  1  year  1 

CM 

1 

rH 

CO 

CM 

Tt< 

1 

CO 

m 

1 

o 

r— < 

1 

m 

m 

7 

o 

O 

CM 

1 

m 

H 

20—35 

35—45 

45—65 

65  and  over 

Removed  to 

Hospital 

Total  deaths 

Chicken-pox 

108 

— 

4 

8 

7 

6 

69 

12 

1 

1 

_ 

L 

Diphtheria 

7 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

— 

7 

— 

Erysipelas 

5 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

12 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

3 

3 

2* 

1 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

4* 

— 

Scarlet 

Fever 

55 

i 

1 

4 

4 

31 

8 

1 

3 

2 

-  | 

43 

1 

Totals 

1 

192  1 

i 

G 

8 

12 

10 

101 

21 

4 

14 

6 

4 

5 

50 

2 

*  These  cases  were  removed  to  hospitals  other  than  the  Isolation 

hospital. 
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TABLE  XVII 


TUBERCULOSIS 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY 


Age  Periods 

NEW  CASES 

DEAl  HS 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

PULMONARY 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pl'Lmonary 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  vear 

1 

5  „ 

10 

15  ., 

•20  ., 

25  „ 

35  „ 

45  „ 

55  „ 

65  and  over 

2 

1  1 

1  1 

2 

1  1 

— 

1 

3 

2 

1 

_ 

1 

. 

| 

Totals 

5  5 

— 

— 

4 

3 

1 

— 

Comparative 

Totals  1936 

9  1  7 

5 

2 

3 

2 

‘2 

Of  the  cases  reported  last  year  two  were  definitely 
known  to  have  been  imported,  in  one  instance  the  sources 
of  infection  were  uncertain,  and  the  remaining-  seven 
developed  tuberculosis  whilst  living-  here. 

During  the  year  there  were  eight  deaths ;  seven 
pulmonary,  and  one  non-pulmonary. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 

Regulations,  1925 

Public  Health  Act,  1925.  (Section  62) 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  during 
the  year. 
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For  the  benefit  of  the  general  public  the  following  are 
the  infectious  diseases  which  are  notifiable  in  Letchworth  : 

Infectious  Diseases  which  must  be  Notified  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

Smallpox  (Variola),  1889  and  1899. 

Cholera. 

Diphtheria. 

Membranous  Croup. 

Erysipelas. 

Scarlet  Fever  (Scarlatina). 

Typhus  (Jail  Fever). 

Typhoid  (Enteric  Fever).  Extended  to  include  Paratyphoid, 
1927. 

Relapsing  Fever  (Tick  Fever). 

Continued  Fever. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  (Childbirth  Fever).  1926,  1928,  1937. 
Tuberculosis  (Consumption),  1912,  1921,  1924,  1930. 
Cerebro-spinal  Fever  (Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis). 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Inflammation  of  the  Spinal  Cord). 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  (Inflammation  of  the  Eyes  in  the 
Newly-born),  1914,  1926,  1928,  1937. 

Acute  Polio-encephalitis  (Inflammation  of  the  Brain),  1918. 
Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica  (Sleepy  Sickness). 

Acute  Primary  Malaria  (Ague),  1919. 

Dysentery  (Inflammation  of  Large  Gut).  Extended  to 
include  Amoebic  and  Bacillary  types,  1927. 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia. 

Chicken-pox  (Varicella).  L.U.D.C.,  1928. 

Appended  is  an  extract  from  the  “  Memorandum  on 
Closure  of  and  Exclusion  from  School,  ’  which  is  issued 
jointly  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Board  of  Education. 
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EXTRACT  FROM  “MEMORANDUM  ON  CLOSURE  OF  AND 
EXCLUSION  FROM  SCHOOL.” 

Issued  jointly  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Board  of  Education. 


DISEASE 

| 

Interval 
between  on¬ 
set  of  illness 
and  appear¬ 
ance  of  rash 

PERIOD 

OF  EXCLUSION 

Period 

Patient 

Contacts 

Scarlet 

1—8 

1—2 

Two  weeks  after 

One  week  after  removal 

Fever 

days 

days 

return  from  Hos¬ 
pital.  or,  in  the 
case  of  patients 
treated  at  home, 
two  weeks  after 
release  from  iso¬ 
lation. 

of  patient  to  Hospital, 
or,  in  the  case  of  patients 
at  home,  one  week  after 
release  from  isolation. 

Diphtheria 

2—10 

days 

Two  to  three 
weeks  after  end 
of  attack  or  until 
pronounced  free 
from  infection  by 
a  medical  practi¬ 
tioner. 

Two  weeks  after  re¬ 
moval  of  patient  to  Hos¬ 
pital,  or,  in  the  case  of 
patients  treated  at  home, 
ten  days  after  release 
from  isolation.  Negative 
swabs  should  be  obtained. 

Measles 

7—14 

days 

4  days 

Three  weeks 
from  date  of  ap¬ 
pearance  of  rash. 

Infants  and  other  child¬ 
ren  who  have  not  had 
the  disease  three  weeks 
from  date  of  onset  of 
last  case  in  house. 

German 

5—21 

0—2 

One  week  from 

Infants  and  other  child- 

Measles 

days 

days 

date  of  appear¬ 
ance  of  rash. 

ren  who  have  not  had  the 
disease  three  weeks  from 
date  of  last  exposure  to 
patient  with  rash. 

Whooping 

Cough 

6—18 

days 

Six  weeks  from 
commencement 
of  cough. 

Infants  only,  for  six 
weeks  from  date  of  onset 
of  last  case,  or  three 
weeks  from  date  of  last 
exposure  to  infection. 

Mumps 

12—23 

days 

Until  one  week 
after  subsidence 
of  swelling. 

No  exclusion. 

Chicken 

11—21 

0—2 

Three  weeks,  or 

Infants  and  other  child- 

Pox 

days 

days 

until  all  scabs 
have  disappeared. 

ren  who  have  not  had  the 
disease  tlmee  weeks  from 
date  of  last  exposure  to 
infection. 

Small  Pox 

10—14, 

but 

usually 
12  days 

3  days 

Six  weeks,  or 
until  the  patient 
is  certified  free 
by  a  medical 
practitioner. 

Sixteen  days,  unless  re¬ 
cently  vaccinated,  when 
exclusion  is  unnecessary. 

39 


TABLE  XVIII 


REPORT  ON  MEDICAL  INSPECTION  AT  SCHOOLS 


FOR  THE  YEAR 

Number  of  children  examined  ...  ...  ...  ...  458 

Number  found  suffering  from  enlarged  tonsils  and 

adenoids  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  137 

Number  found  suffering  from  defective  teeth  ...  •  ...  39 

Number  found  suffering  from  defective  vision  ...  55 


There  is  an  improvement  in  the  number  of  defects  found 
and  parents  are  nearly  always  ready  to  get  the  defects 
remedied.  The  condition  of  the  teeth  has  also  improved. 
The  cleanliness  and  nutrition  of  the  children  is  good. 

NORMAN  MACFADYEN, 
Assistant  Schools  Medical  Officer. 

AIR  RAID  PRECAUTIONS 

The  department  has  been  busy  during  the  year  in 
helping  to  formulate  a  complete  scheme  for  the  town.  A 
survey  of  premises  suitable  for  use  as  first-aid  posts  and 
decontamination  centres  has  been  made,  as  well  as  consider¬ 
able  progress  in  the  training  of  personnel.  I  should  like 
to  thank  Dr.  H.  \Y.  Grattan,  C.B.E.,  D.S.O.,  for  his 
valuable  assistance. 

In  conclusion,  1  should  like  to  thank  both  the  Council 
and  my  colleagues  in  the  Health  Department  for  their  keen 
interest  and  co-operation  in  matters  relating  to  the  public 
health  during  the  year  under  review. 

1  am,  Mrs.  Brunt  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

BERTRAM  SUGGIT, 

Baldock.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

March,  1938. 
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APPENDIX 


REPORT  OF  THE  WORK  CARRIED  OUT 

BY 

THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTORS  DURING  THE  YEAR 

1937 

GENERAL  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts) 

(a)  Visits  and  Inspections 

Houses  inspected  (Public  Health  Acts) 

183 

,,  le-inspected 

41 

,,  inspected  (Housing  Acts) 

68 

,,  re-inspected 

32 

,,  visited  re  ash  accommodation 

8 

Housing  Survey — Form  A,  primary 

7 

Housing  Survey — Form  A,  secondary 

241 

Housing  Survey — Form  B,  primary 

141 

Housing  Survey — Form  B,  secondary 

6 

Inhabited  vans  inspected 

26 

Nuisances  investigated  ... 

423 

Entertainment  premises 

6 

Systematic  inspections 

1 66 

Special  investigations  re  watercourses  and  ditches 

101 

Visits  to  Swimming  Bath 

36 

Visits  to  Water  Works 

4 

Smoke  observations 

1  1  1 

Drains  smoke  tested 

36 

Drains  water  tested 

90 

Drains  colour  tested 

40 

Visits  to  works  outstanding 

814 

No.  of  preliminary  notices 

574 

No.  of  statutory  notices  served 

1 

Visits  to  stables  ... 

63 

, ,  ,,  piggeries 

T8 

,,  ,,  refuse  tips  ...  ...  ...  ...  • 

62 

,,  re  rat  infestation 

669 

,,  to  Conveniences 

13 

4a 


Miscellaneous  visits 

Samples  of  water  submitted  for  analysis 
Air  Raid  Precautions 

(b)  Nuisances  abated,  and  Repair  Works  carried  out 

Choked  drains  cleared 
Choked  W.C.s  cleared  ... 

Drains  relaid  and  repaired 
Inspection  chambers  repaired  or  built  ... 

Inspection  chamber  covers  provided  ... 

Intercepting  traps  fixed 

W.C.s  repaired  or  renewed 

W.C.  flushing  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

W.C.s  cleansed  ... 

Urinals  impaired  or  renewed 
Soil  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

Vent  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 
Fresh  air  inlets  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

Gullies  repaired  or  provided 
Sinks  provided 

Lavatory  basins  and  baths  fixed  or  repaired  ... 

Waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 
Pail  closets  abolished 
Chemical  closets 

Septic  tanks  provided  or  repaired 
Cesspools  repaired 
Cesspools  emptied  and  cleansed 
Cesspools  abolished 

Water  service  pipes  repaired  ...  . 

Wells  repaired 

Eaves  guttering  and  rain  water  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 

Dustbins  provided 

Yard  paving  repaired  or  provided 

Roofs  repaired 

Doors  and  door  frames  repaired  or  renewed  ... 
Windows  and  frames  repaired  or  renewed  ... 
Lighting  and  ventilation  improved 
Fireplaces  and  ranges  repaired  or  renewed  ... 


154 


2 


204 


58 

10 

75 


43 

37 

3 

29 
23 

7 

5 

4 

8 
3 

26 

6 

30 
28 

1 


3 

3 

3 


17 

5 

24 

15 

43 

36 

14 

4 
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Chimney  stacks  repaired 

•> 

...  .) 

Coppers  provided  or  repaired 

8 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed 

25 

Food  stores 

5 

Staircases  repaired 

1 

Ceilings  and  plaster  repaired 

15 

External  rendering  repaired  or  provided 

9 

Brickwork  repaired 

18 

Dampness  remedied 

25 

Damp-proof  courses 

lo 

Overcrowding  abated 

50  cases 

Rooms  cleansed  ... 

49 

Dairies  cleansed  and  limewashed 

42 

Cowsheds  cleansed  and  limewashed 

88 

Bakehouses  cleansed  and  limewashed  ... 

15 

Filthy  houses  cleansed  ... 

17 

Accumulations  removed 

fil 

Accumulations  of  manure  removed 

18 

Animals  improperly  kept 

7 

Sheds  ratproofed 

18 

SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 

(a)  Visits  and  Inspections 

To  abattoir 

479 

,,  butchers’  shops 

890 

,,  butchers’  vans 

7 

,,  fish  shops 

50 

,,  other  food  shops 

107 

,,  bakehouses 

3<  i 

,,  food  preparing  places 

54 

,,  dairies 

281 

,,  cowsheds 

1  C>1 

,,  ice  cream  vendors 

4fi> 

,,  hawkers  (greengrocers,  etc.) 

2fi> 

(b)  Samples  taken 

I  ubereulin  tested  (certified)  milk 

8 

Tuberculin  tested  milk  ... 

f> 

Accredited  milk 

4 

Pasteurised  milk 

8 

Ordinary  milk 

64 

Sterilised  milk 

1 

Ice  cream  ... 

18 
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(c)  Carcases  Examined 


Pigs 

I  ABATTOIR 

...  17,007 

Sheep 

214 

Calves 

52 

Beasts 

11  SHOPS 

336 

Calves 

1 52 

Sheep 

1,477 

Pigs 

990 

(d)  Condemned  and  Destroyed 

1  ABATTOIR 

pigs  and  all  organs, 
sides  pork, 
f.q.  pork, 
lb.  pork. 

pigs’  heads  (including  tongues  and  jowls), 
pigs’  plucks, 
pigs’  lungs, 
pigs’  livers, 
pigs’  kidneys, 
pigs’  mesenteries, 
pigs’  spleens, 
pigs’  otliei  organs, 
sheep’s  plucks, 
sheep’s  lungs, 
sheep’s  livers, 
calf’s  pluck, 
calves’  lungs, 
calf’s  liver. 

Total  weight  condemned,  .‘1,457  st. 

II  SHOPS  AND  VANS 

7241b.  English  and  Imported  beef. 

191b.  English  and  Imported  mutton. 

1 51b.  English  and  Imported  pork. 


51 

3 

34 

l,46l> 

895 

636 

2,3‘26 

635 

397 

80 

124 

749 

2 

9 


4 

1 
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2  beasts’  lung's. 

4  beasts’  livers. 

2  pigs. 

3  sides  1 1  ozen  pork. 

25  pigs’  heads. 

2  pigs’  plucks. 

I  pigs’  lungs. 

1  pig’s  liver. 

1  pig’s  mesentery. 

14  English  rabbits. 

15  ducks. 

4  lib.  tins  chicken  and  ham. 
.4  61b.  tins  tongue. 

1  41b.  tin  tongue. 

I  11b.  tin  plums, 
hi  lb.  apples. 

7,-lb.  lemons. 

441b.  oranges. 

1  5|lb.  grapefruit. 

2£lb.  pears. 

31b.  tangerines. 

10  doz.  bananas. 

51b.  grapes. 

101b.  nuts. 

221b.  dates. 

Mb.  figs 
31b.  leeks. 

8 J 1  b .  cauliflowers. 

1  OtVlb.  parsnips. 

10-ilb.  tomatoes. 

31b.  marrow. 

221b.  beetroots. 

01b.  turnips. 


Regular  notices  of  slaughter  received  ...  ...  | 

Notices  of  occasional  and  emergency  slaughter  received  88 
Applications  for  licences  to  slaughter  animals  .  9 

Applications  for  licences  to  slaughter  granted  9 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
(a)  Visits  and  Inspections 

Visits  to  infected  houses 

403 

Visits  to  schools 

87 

School  notices  sent 

162 

Disinfection — general  cases  ... 

104 

rooms 

Disinfection — T  uberculosis  . . . 

1 1 

rooms 

Disinfection — school  rooms  ... 

...  ... 

19 

Hospital  wards 

•> 

Disinfestation 

29 

rooms 

(b)  Bedding  Disinfected 

Beds  .  9 

Pillows 

14 

Bolsters  ...  ...  4 

Mattresses 

6 

Blankets  ...  ...  If 

Eiderdowns 

3 

Quilts  .  3 

Shawls 

•> 

Cushions  . .  ...  2 

Sheets 

6 

(c)  Bedding  Destroyed 

Mattresses  ...  7 

Beds 

7 

Bolsters  ...  ...  2 

Pillows 

3 

General  linen  ... 

2  bundles 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 
Inspections  and  Visits 

To  factories 

278 

,,  workshops 

67 

27 

,,  workplaces 

,,  outworkers’  premises 

33 

re  Rag-  Flock  Acts 

1 

19 

Outworkers’  Lists  received 

PETROLEUM  ACTS 

V  isits  and  inspections  ... 

103 

Contraventions  found 

3 

Contraventions  remedied 

:i 

Number  of  licences  granted  : 

(a)  Petroleum  spirit 

50 

(b)  Carbide  of  calcium 

9 

Amount  of  fees  received 

£27  15s.  100. 

PETROLEUM  SPIRIT  (MOTOR  VEHICLES) 
REGULATIONS,  1 929 
Notices  of  intention  to  store  received  ... 
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SHOP  ACTS 

Number  of  shops  on  register  ...  ...  .  .  ...  200 

Visits  and  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  dtf 

Intimation  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Contraventions  found 

Contraventions  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

GAME  LICENCES 

Number  of  licences  granted  ...  ...  ...  ...  f> 

Amount  of  fees  received  ...  ...  ...  £}  5s.  0d. 

HAIRDRESSERS  AND  BARBERS 

Number  of  visits  and  inspections  ...  ...  ...  IT 

Number  of  contraventions  of  By-laws  found  ...  ...  - — 

Number  of  contraventions  of  By-laws  remedied  ...  — 


Februarv  1958. 


ARTHUR  JUMP, 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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